
 

Werner Horvath has been painting since his youth. From 1969 - 1975 he worked in the style 

of Phantasic Realism and has since turned his style to New Constructivism. Horvath works with 

the idea that reality may not be so real after all and that the world we live in can be understood as 

constructed by ourselves. His work uses vivid color and imagery in a way that only he can do. 

For more than 15 years Horvath was also a chief radiologist , specializing in interventional 

radiology in Linz. But at the age of 50 he decided to quit his medical job and since this time he is 

living and working as an artist in Linz, Austria, and during the summer in his studio “Villa Arte” 

on the island of Crete (Greece). 

What was it like growing up in Linz? What would you say is your fondest memory from 

that time? 

It was not easy. The city was – although World War II had ended years before – still a place of 

National Socialist ideology and I always had to fight against reactionary thoughts and ideas. You 

must know, Hitler considered this city to be his hometown and had many plans to enlarge it and 

to create a cultural center there. Linz was the only “Fuhrer-Town” in Austria and the annexation 

of Austria by the “3rd Reich” was proclaimed in Linz. 



Later, when Linz became European Capital of Culture in 2009, I referred to these historical facts 

in a large size painting. Reactions were quite different. Some appreciated my work, but it became 

clear that many others would stick to the “old ideas”. 

 

What were you like as a child? What first attracted you to art? 

My father was a worker for the Austrian railway company. His job was to paint locomotives 

and wagons. Often he brought home some of his painting material. Because for some years all 

the wagons in Austria were green I used these colors to paint woods. When the colors of the 

wagons in Austria were changed to orange I specialized in painting sunsets… These were my 

childhood’s first two periods – my “green” and my “orange” one. But of course I was not very 

professional at this time. 

What first led you to try your hand at painting specifically? 

I met a very nice girl at the age of 18 and she showed me what real art was. She took me to 

museums, we traveled to Paris and Rome and I wanted to prove that I could do these kinds of 

things too.  We are married now for almost 40 years. 



What advice would you offer those who wish to learn the craft? 

There is no advice, except: Do it if you have to do it. 

Why do you think humanity has enjoyed art in various forms throughout the ages? Why do 

you think color can have such a powerful and soothing effect? 

Pictures say more than thousand words and we partly think in pictures. 

 

What led you to turn your style from Phantasic Realism to New Constructivism? 

Phantastic Realism was an art style which was “in” in Vienna when I was a student. So I 

joined this “school”. But I felt that painting beautiful landscapes full of paradise birds and 

fantastic flowers could not be everything in life. I wanted to express that we live in a political 

world.  As an artist you have the duty not to be silent when bad things happen, and also the duty 

to praise people who do good things. An artist is responsible to society. 

What do you love most about painting? 

I enjoy the possibility of creating an alternative reality. 

 



Are there any particular pieces of your work that you prize above all others? 

My priorities strongly depend on the situation. I was very proud to see my portrait of Anne 

Frank in an exhibition in the synagogue of Budapest and at that time I thought: “This is my best 

picture”. Yesterday I presented my picture of Che Guevara in a very successful exhibition in the 

Viennese art center “Kuenstlerhaus”, and at that moment I loved it most. Or should I prefer my 

homage to Marilyn, which was used as a cover of the “Van Gogh’s Ear” anthology? But I know 

for sure that there is a very special artwork that means much to me personally. In 2009 I painted 

my daughter Nina, her face shaped by roses. This painting was later printed on beer mats, 

dedicated to “Linz – Cultural Capital of Europe”. Much better than Hitler! 

 

 

 

What do you hope the world takes away from your work? 

As I am a political painter I really hope that my art can change the world a little bit. We need 

more democracy, understanding and peace. 



 

Are there any little known things about yourself that you’d not mind sharing with our 

readers? 

I love wearing colored glasses – it cheers me up and makes the whole world look different.  

 

 



Who do you consider to be some of the best living artists of our time? 

I am not a critic and who am I to judge? But maybe you could leave a small space after this 

line so that everyone can write his or her own name down. 

Is there one subject you have yet to cover that you would most like to? 

I am currently very much inspired by Hieronymus Bosch and his demons. I would like to 

work on similar topics. 

What projects are you currently working on? 

I am currently working on portraits of the pre-Socratic philosophers. These Greeks created 

the intellectual and spiritual foundation of our Western civilization. All later theories – ranging 

from atomic to evolutional theory – were somehow anticipated by them. Most of all, it is 

Heraclitus of Ephesus who inspired me most. He believed in a world in motion and conflict, like 

the one we find today. 

 

Anything you’d like to say in closing? 

Our artworks are products of a virtual world. But it seems to me that today’s economy with 

all its strange financial products and transactions is even more virtual. We cannot escape 

virtuality. 



 

 

 

 


